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On April 7, daily newspaper O Estado de Sao Paulo reported that the Japanese government will
announce US$3 billion in loans for Brasilia at the global environment and development conference
in June. The loans are earmarked for river clean-up projects, technology transfer, and replanting and
recovery of forest cover in the Amazon and the Mata Atlantica (Rio de Janeiro state). The newspaper
cited a communique by the Japanese government's Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund. Loan
terms will be made public in June. On April 15, daily newspaper O Globo cited Economy Minister
Marcilio Marques Moreira as saying that Brasilia will receive US$2 billion in loans from Tokyo for
environmental conservation programs. Priority projects, he said, include decontamination of the
Tiete River in Sao Paulo state, and Guanabara Bay, located off the coast of Rio de Janeiro state. The
minister said the loans derive from Japan's Eximbank, and the Overseas Economic Cooperation
Fund. Next, Marques Moreira said some of the financing is destined to expansion of the nation's
electricity generation capabilities.
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